
1 

 

 

 
 

 

This morning we are going to be in the Gospel of Luke and Chapter 11.  Please join me there. 

 

Several years ago, my boy Ryan and I were hanging out in our backyard at the picnic table.  

Ryan was about five-years old, and I was right about forty-years old.  As we were sitting at our 

picnic bench and much to our surprise, a creepy little insect suddenly began walking toward us 

on the bench. 

 

That insect got Ryan’s attention, and it got my attention as well.  I’m glad to report that it was 

not a spider.  Otherwise, dear old dad might have panicked and fled, since I have a well-

documented case of arachnophobia!  I can’t remember what kind of bug that was, but we both 

saw it coming toward us and I then flicked it off with my finger—and off it fluttered to wherever 

it went so as not to bother dad and Ryan again.  I was fairly proud of myself in dealing with that 

situation in the way that I did. 

 

Brothers and sisters, this morning it is with this kind imagery of the mere finger of God that we 

find in Scripture that will remind us of the power of God over the satanic realm.  The demonic 

realm does in fact exist in this world that we inhabit. 

 

We don’t think about the demonic realm very much.  We probably don’t think about it as much 

as we ought to, but the pages of Scripture are crystal-clear that there is a being named Satan.  He 

oversees and commands an entire dominion of evil and unclean spirits.   

 

It would seem to me that these spirits prefer to remain hidden, influencing things in such ways 

that sometimes even devout Christians might not be perspective of all the time.  But they do in 

fact exist.  

 

When the Messiah came into the world, evil spirits were exposed everywhere in Israel.  The Lord 

Jesus Christ was there overpowering the demonic realm.  Following the imagery provided for us 

in detail in the passage that we are going to read this morning, Jesus overpowered the demonic 

realm not with the arm-strength of God, not with the shoulder-strength of God, not with the core-

strength of God, not the leg-strength of God, but with the finger of God.   

 

The finger strength of God is all it took for the Lord to be at work in Christ overpowering these 

spirits.  It is an amazing picture and it is something for us to see and to take to heart and to 

rejoice in that our God is an awesome God. 

 

At the same time, as we dig into this passage of Scripture, what is amazing is that picture of the 

power of God is not the central focus.  Now, Jesus came with that kind of power.  When He 

came into Israel, Jesus was driving out demonic spirits.  However, at the same time, as His 
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ministry continued, opposition against Jesus arose from the religious leadership of Israel.  Jesus 

was challenging their traditions.  Even more so, He was challenging their corruption.  They did 

not like it, yet they could not deny that awesome power was at work in and through Him, so they 

tried to explain it another way.  They made an outrageous claim against the Christ. 

 

We will see this as we get into the text this morning.  While we will see this miracle of 

deliverance, most of what we read is going to be an accusation against Jesus, Jesus responding to 

that accusation, then leaving all those who heard with the declaration that there is no middle 

ground.  Jesus told them that they were either for Him or against Him.  There is no in-between. 

 

Let’s begin by reading Luke Chapter 11 and Verses 14 through 23: 

 
14

Now he was casting out a demon that was mute.  When the demon had gone out, 

the mute man spoke, and the people marveled.  
15

But some of them said, “He casts 

out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” 
16

while others, to test him, kept 

seeking from him a sign from heaven.  
17

But he, knowing their thoughts, said to 

them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household 

falls.  
18

And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand?  

For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul.  
19

And if I cast out demons by 

Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out?  Therefore they will be your 

judges.  
20

But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom 

of God has come upon you.  
21

When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own 

palace, his goods are safe; 
22

but when one stronger than he attacks him and 

overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil.  
23

Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 

scatters. 

 

We have here in the sacred text of Scripture the healing of a man who was possessed and 

afflicted by a mute demon.  In other words, he was possessed by a dark and evil, unclean spirit 

that would not let him speak.  Jesus delivered this man from that demon, and for the first time in 

who knows how long, this man was able to speak.   

 

This man said something.  Perhaps he said many things, and as interested as some of us may be 

in knowing just what it was that he said on that occasion, unfortunately, we are directed to what 

others were saying instead—the stunning statements by some of those who were looking on. 

 

Some claimed that Jesus was not performing these deeds and deliverances by the power of God, 

but by the power of Beelzebul, the prince of demons.  What was up with that!?  Who is 

Beelzebul?  That is a very strange name, is it not? 

 

The word or title of Beelzebul became a popular name for the prince of demons, Satan himself.  

It would seem that that name went back to the time that Baal worship was prominent in Israel.  

Getting down to the basics of what the word itself means, it means lord of the house or master of 

the temple—Beelzebul. 
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There is a variation of that name.  Perhaps you have heard of it as well.  The Jewish people came 

up with it, and it is Baal-zebub.  Evidently, Baal-zebub was a derisive Hebrew pun which meant 

lord of the flies or lord of the refuge heap.  But, one way or the other, the people of Israel began 

referring to Satan himself, who they were aware of, as both Beelzebul and Baal-zebub.   

 

Seeing Jesus casting out yet another demonic spirit here, they could not deny that something 

awesome was happening through Jesus of Nazareth.  Yet, at the same time, they were not willing 

to bow the knee and the heart and admit that the power of God was at work.  So the people went 

someplace very, very dark and said that it was the power of Satan that was taking place and 

manifesting itself through Jesus.  Wow!  That is intense. 

 

By the way, there are people in the world today that when they see Christians doing good deeds, 

see evangelism taking place, see people getting born again, they will speak against it and talk 

about it as though some abusive thing was taking place.   

 

That exists in the world today as well.  Some of us may have experience with this.  If Jesus was 

slandered, so will His people be slandered.  But here we have the depravity of the human heart.  

It was to such a degree that they saw the work of God taking place before their very eyes, and 

they attributed it to evil itself.   

 

Now, most of the text that we have before us this morning is made up of Jesus answering such 

people.  We read about the awesome deliverance, but not much emphasis was placed on the 

deliverance that took place itself. Instead, it was Jesus hearing and responding to His opponents. 

 

What it all leads to throughout this text is the emphasis that there is no middle ground.  To those 

who think that they can be middle-of-the-road, they can’t be.  You are either on the same team as 

Jesus, or you are the same team as those who say that Jesus worked in the power of Satan. 

 

Jesus said that if you are not for me, you are against me.  In other words, somebody might say 

that there is no spiritual Switzerland, no neutral territory here.  What happens to a person who 

tries to stand and linger in the middle of the road?  They will get hit, and they will get hit hard.  

They are in a dangerous place. 

 

Here and in the concluding words of the text, we will see that Jesus was telling people not to 

delude themselves, thinking they can be in the middle.  Jesus told them that they needed to be 

with Him and if not, they were against Him.  Jesus drew a line in the sand. 

 

He did this knowing not only that there were those there on that occasion who were flat out 

against Him, but also knowing there were those there who were saying that they would pause for 

a moment, and see if He could give yet another sign while they try and make up their minds. 

 

Jesus is going to deal with that in the portion of Scripture that we will deal with next week about 

those who were continually seeking more and more signs.  For now, Jesus was aware that these 

kinds of people were there as well and He was calling them from neutrality, because that 

neutrality does not exist.  It is one way or the other. 
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By the Holy Spirit, I pray that each person here would be decisively on the side of Jesus, who 

came shedding light and delivering people from darkness into His Kingdom of light.  We want to 

be on team Jesus, undoubtedly by faith in the Holy Son of God who came into the world for us. 

 

Let’s walk through this passage together and see how Jesus responded to His opponents.  I think 

that Jesus responded to them in four ways before drawing the line in the sand, saying you are 

either for me or against me.  You are with me or you are with them.  It must be one way or the 

other. 

 

Let’s see the four ways in which Jesus answered His opponents.  I think there will be some 

practical instruction and encouragement for us in Christ along the way.  First, did you notice that 

in relation to His opponents: 

 

1. Jesus questioned their logic (11:17-18) 

 

Jesus basically told them that what they said did not make sense.  Verses 17 and 18: 

 
17

But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against 

itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls.  
18

And if Satan also is divided 

against himself, how will his kingdom stand?  For you say that I cast out demons by 

Beelzebul. 

 

Here, Jesus was appealing to a principle that is easily recognized.  We have heard the axiom 

before:  A house divided cannot stand.  Jesus stated it with even more stress and stronger 

language.  He said: 

 
17

…“Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste 

 

Why in the world would Satan be going around undoing the advances that his underlings were 

accomplishing?  Why would Satan be casting out Satan?  That makes no sense, so Jesus 

addressed the faulty premise that they approached Him on, and Jesus told them that it did not 

work.  Jesus stated the fundamental truth that a household divided against itself is going to 

eventually crumble from within.   

 

While that did not explain what was happening with all the exorcisms that Jesus was doing, at 

the same time, I would say that the enemy himself was aware of the truth of that statement:  A 

household divided against itself will fall. 

 

While that did not explain what was happening as Jesus was casting out demons, He was not 

doing it in the power of Satan.  Jesus was not being empowered by Satan to cast out demons.  

that is just ludicrous.   

 

At the same time, Satan was aware of that principle and he sought employ it against the people 

of God.  Satan is very happy to cast seeds of discord and disunion within each and every local 

church.   
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Satan would love to see Christians frustrated with each other, consternated toward each other, 

and irritated and boiling over with resentment toward one another.  Whenever you have a church 

that is in conflict with itself, there you have Satan saying, There we go! 

 

Do you remember what it says in Ephesians 4:26 and 27?  It is a verse that we often quote for 

newly married couples, and it is very wise for them.  But it was spoken in the context of church 

body life.  It says: 

 
26

Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger  

 

What happens when you let the sun go down on your anger, church?  You give the devil a 

foothold. 

 
27

and give no opportunity to the devil.   

 

We are encouraged to have humble hearts all throughout the Epistles to the church. 

 

We need to take a stand when core, fundamental doctrine is being compromised.  We need to 

stand against false teaching.  But it would seem to me that so much more frustration is 

experienced within the church when the people are arguing about how they should manage and 

handle the blessings of God.   

 

We need to watch out for Satan because, while he was not practicing this principle in the 

ministry of Jesus, he was aware of it and he would love to see a church undone because of 

internal strife.  We need to have humble and loving patient hearts toward one another, because 

there are going to be times when we get frustrated with each other. 

 

We are not perfect and beautifully complete in our sanctification yet and we need to be patient 

with each other, discerning how the enemy works.  Is there anybody that you need to be 

reconciled with?  Is there somebody that you need to go say sorry to, but your pride is getting in 

your way? 

 

Is there somebody you need go to and say, Even though I think you have done me wrong here, 

I’m not going to ignore you.  I want us to care for one another.  We need to be people who 

recognize the plots of the enemy.   

 

The application of this went off on a little side road here, but we need to understand that Satan, 

though he is not as powerful as Jesus—not even close to it—but he is wise, and he wants to work 

against us. 

 

Answering His opponents, Jesus first questioned their logic in what they were saying.  As we 

continue, 

 

2. Jesus revealed their inconsistency (11:19) 

 

Jesus revealed their inconsistency.  Verse 19: 
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19

And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out?  

Therefore they will be your judges. 

 

Jesus was revealing some inconsistency here, because there were other people at that time that 

were driving out demons as well.   

 

Different commentaries on this say different things, but to understand this I went back to what it 

says in Luke Chapter 9 and Verses 49 and 50.  Take a quick look at what is written there.  Luke 

9:49-50: 

 
49

John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and 

we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us.”  
50

But Jesus said to him, 

“Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.” 

 

So there were some other people out there.  Though they were not in that circle of discipleship, 

they heard about Jesus and they believed Him, and at least some of them were casting out 

demons in the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 

 

We are reminded in the pages of Scripture that Jesus was not the only one who was waging war 

against demons in Israel.  Yes, Jesus was casting out demons, and, in addition to that, there were 

the twelve that He had commissioned and empowered to do the same works.  But they were not 

the only ones.   

 

In addition to them, there were the seventy-two that we read about recently in the beginning of 

Chapter 10.  They were part of that circle of discipleship in Christ, and they also were casting out 

demons.  But it would seem that even they were not the only ones. 

 

There was at least one other, probably more, that John was aware of and who were casting out 

demons in the Name of Jesus.  They had heard the power of His teaching.  They had recognized 

that somebody very special was there.  It seemed that whoever this was, it was a person of faith, 

and this person was casting out demons in the Name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Could it be that such people were out there and even the sons and the offspring in the extended 

families of the very people who were then accusing Jesus of working in the power of Satan?  

Because Jesus was saying to them: 

 
19

And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out?   

 

You are coming against me but what about your offspring?  What about your sons?  What about 

these ones that are also casting out demons?  They are doing it in my name.  That is what it said 

in Luke Chapter 9 

 

So Jesus was challenging them about their consistency.  There were others who were invoking 

the power of the name of Jesus Christ, and they saw spiritual victory as a result of it.  We sang 



7 

 

about the name of Jesus this morning, the wonderful and powerful name of Jesus Christ!  The 

name Jesus means savior—the Lord saves! 

 

Even as Christians and knowing that we cannot be possessed by a demon, we may have times of 

spiritual warfare and attack.  There have been occasions in my life where I have felt such 

heaviness.  I know that I am a sinner that still needs to pursue greater levels of sanctification, but 

I have moments where there just seems to be something more, where there is discouragement 

and heaviness.  Could it be that I am being afflicted by an unclean spirit that does in fact exist?   

 

If I have the sense of that darkness, I don’t speak to any perceived demonic spirit.  No, thank 

you!  Rather, I start proclaiming the name of my Savior, my Lord Jesus Christ.  I get a 

theologically rich song and begin singing praises to Jesus Christ.  There is power in the praise of 

the name of Jesus.   

 

When I have had moments of feeling so oppressed, I turn it into a time of worship to the Lord.  

Then my heart comes to a place of peace.  There is power in the name of Jesus Christ and we 

need to recognize this, and we need to take refuge in the strong power of Christ and help others 

to do the same.   

 

People were saying that His power was being worked by Satan, and Jesus undid that argument.  

Moving on, we see another way in which Jesus responded to the people that were opposing Him. 

 

3. Jesus confronted them with the Kingdom (11:20) 

 

We see this as we continue into Verse 20.   

 
20

But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God 

has come upon you. 

 

What Jesus said here is so amazing.  A student of Old Testament Scripture might be perceptive 

of what Jesus did here.  It is a very incredible thing.  Not only does that imagery of the finger of 

God indicates the power of God over demonic forces, but this also draws upon rich and 

meaningful Old Testament teaching and narrative.   

 

Those of you who have studied Exodus or recently read through it,  might recognize the phrase 

the finger of God, because Exodus is where this language was initially used.  If you recall, the 

Lord was working through Moses and Aaron to unleash the ten plagues upon Egypt and the 

magicians of Egypt were trying to mimic the things that were being done by the power of God. 

 

The magicians got to the point where they threw up their hands and gave up.  They could not do 

what was happening through Moses and Aaron, so they gave some information to Pharaoh.  

They said, It is by the finger of God that these things are taking place among us. 

 

They were trying to get it across to Pharaoh that something so powerful, so much greater than 

they had ever seen, was at work.  Yet, Pharaoh continued in his hardness of heart, even with the 

power of God being unleased all around him.   
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We would understand that there was some Pharisees among the people in this passage of 

Scripture that were challenging Jesus in this way.  They would have known that imagery of the 

finger of God from the book of Exodus.  These men were scholars of the Old Testament.  They 

had these things memorized, so Jesus was signaling them to something they would know.   

 

The finger of God was at work in Egypt, yet Pharaoh hardened his heart.  Jesus was saying, The 

finger of God is at work in Israel and you keep hardening your hearts.  This was a word of 

warning to these men—the Kingdom of God is upon you. 

 

Let us look at the power of God that was at work through Christ and see that it pointed forward 

to a time when Jesus would come back, culminating His Kingdom.  When that day comes, sin 

and demonic influence is going to be a thing of the past.   

 

Brothers and sisters, in the meantime be encouraged in Christ that as small and as unknown as 

your ministry may seem to you, when the Holy Spirit is working, it is the finger of God that is at 

work through you.  Let us be encouraged, and let us continue.  Let us pray that hard hearts would 

be shattered by the grace of God that they might come to faith.   

 

Jesus confronted them with the knowledge of the Kingdom that was coming upon them at that 

time.  Finally, we see that: 

 

4. Jesus explained the situation (11:21-23) 

 

He had already started doing that with what we just read, but then Jesus used a parable to let the 

people know just what it was that was happening in Satan’s domain.  Then Jesus put that line in 

the sand that concludes this portion of the text.  Jesus explained the situation at hand in verses 21 

through 23, then He gave the statement of decision. 

 
21

When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 
22

but 

when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor 

in which he trusted and divides his spoil.  
23

Whoever is not with me is against me, 

and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 

 

Jesus gave something of a parable here.  We would understand the first man in the parable to be 

a picture of Satan.  Understand the man in this story is described as a person who was both 

powerful and wealthy.  We see that he was living in a palace, he even had his own domain with 

valued possessions in it.   

 

In addition to that, he was fully armed.  He had an armory.  He was ready to protect what he 

thought belong to him.  I look at this picture and I think of a filthy rich man with a military 

background, dressed in camos.  He has a closet filled with weaponry and knows how to use it, 

and he intends to protect his compound.  That is the picture of Satan here on this earth. 

 

But then Jesus said, I have penetrated his defense.  I have compromised his security plans.  I 

have entered his property.  I have attacked him.  He is tied up, and I am taking away what he 

thought belonged to him.   
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It is a picture of the victory of Jesus Christ, the power of the Messiah over the prince of this 

world.  It is a beautiful picture, and then Jesus asked what side are you on  Are you for Me or 

against Me?  There is no middle ground.  It is going to be one way or the other.   

 

In our day, there are many in our society who think that agnosticism is something of a 

respectable middle ground and alternative between faith and atheism.  It is kind of in the middle.  

People won’t deny that it is the power of God in Christ, but they won’t give themselves to that 

either.  They think they are in-between and still deciding about these things. 

 

However, in this passage Jesus drew the line in the sand and agnosticism is not a safe position.  

Jesus said that you are for me or against me.  To anybody who is straddling the fence, sitting in 

the middle of the road, you need to come decisively into the security and the rest of Jesus, the 

Son of God who came into the world, not only to overpower spirits of darkness, but He came to 

wash you of your sin. 

 

He came to cleanse you and to make you fit for His Kingdom, that He may transfer you from the 

domain of darkness into the Kingdom of Light.  You must humbly confess your sin to Jesus and 

come to faith in Him.  There is no middle ground.   

 

To finish and to continue the point that there is no middle ground, Jesus concluded with words of 

warning and words of blessing.  The words of warning are in Verses 24 through 26.  The words 

of blessing are found in Verse 27 and 28. 

 

To understand the words of warning that come in Verses 24 through 26, we must understand that 

in Jesus’ day there were a great number of people who were delivered and set free from demonic 

influences and even demonic possession of their lives.  There were scores of them. 

 

However, just because they were delivered from those spirits, that does not mean that they then 

repented and walked with Jesus as their Master as His disciples.  I think of a similar situation 

with the ten lepers that Jesus healed. 

 

Jesus approached a leper colony and ten lepers came to Him for cleansing.  How many lepers did 

He heal?  Ten!  How many came back and worshiped Jesus?  One!  Where did the other nine go?  

We don’t exactly know where they went, but we can presume they just went on and did their 

thing.  They should have been with the one who came back to worship. 

 

Likewise, with all the people being healed of demonic possession, that does not necessarily mean 

that they all bent the knee and the heart and walked with the Messiah, although we would 

certainly hope so.   

 

For any person, even back then, who has been touched with this kind of Messianic power, they 

need to take heed to be decisively with Christ, having strong faith in Him.  Look at what Jesus 

said in Verses 24 through 26: 
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24
When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless 

places seeking rest, and finding none it says, “’I will return to my house from which 

I came.’  
25

And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order.  
26

Then it 

goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell 

there.  And the last state of that person is worse than the first.” 

 

Those are strong words of warning.  Bringing this into our day, there are so many people who 

find themselves in a crisis.  They find themselves in some kind of difficult situation.  They need 

a way out, so they turn to God in Christ for help.  I encourage that!  Turn to God in Christ for 

help. 

 

However, if you get the help that you are looking for and God has mercy on you in that way, 

don’t think that you can just walk away a live a life that is dominated by the rule of self and think 

that you are safe, because the mark of a person who is truly regenerated and born again is that 

they bow their hearts and they walk with Christ in worship and in obedience. 

 

It is not enough for somebody to have some type of healing experience or some type of 

sensational experience with God or some type of deliverance.  No, hearts need to be submitted in 

faith to Christ the King, the Messiah, the Lord of lords.  We need to enter into the blessing of the 

Lord by God’s grace. 

 

I think that this statement of reality gave a warning to the people in that day.  Now we see these 

words of blessing that concludes this section.  Verse 27: 

 
27

As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, 

“Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!”   

 

I like this lady.  She was saying that this man was preaching something here!  She was filled with 

the Spirit and gave some word of blessing.  Family was so important back then,  she said, 

Blessed is the womb that gave you birth. 

 

Wow!  She was moved.  Even still, Jesus redirected her and us to where the blessing of God is 

truly found.  Verse 28: 

 
28

But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 

 

Exclamation point!  Emphatically!  Jesus said that this is where the blessing of God is found, 

hearing and believing the Word of God.  That keep it being an expression of what faith is.  It is 

faith to the point of action, saying that we trust Jesus and walk with Him. 

 

So it is amazing to me that such a dark portion of Scripture ends with words of blessing, with 

Jesus saying, Oh how happy, how fortunate, how truly, truly blessed are those who hear the 

Word of God and keep it. 
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That is where the blessing is found.  The Living Word of God is what God uses to give life to 

His people.  We hear it and we keep it.  Rather than being those who would remain neutral about 

the things of God, we are those who become enthusiastic about the Word of God.   

 

According to this passage, Jesus wants us to be both desirous of doctrine and to be those who are 

active in obedience to the Word of God.  He wants us to be hearers of the Word and doers of the 

Word.  Students and servants. 

 

Harkening back to what we discussed a couple of weeks ago, Jesus wants us to be like Mary and 

Martha.  He wants us to be those who listen carefully to the words of life that He gives.  Jesus 

wants us to be those who have listened to His Word rightly and are busy and active by serving 

His holy Name. 

 

We need to be those who receive the word of life and trust in Jesus Christ.  Believe in Him.  

Today you are called to faith in Christ.  In Him there is forgiveness of sin.  In Him there is 

newness of life.  In Him there is everlasting security—Christ and in Christ alone.  Trust in Jesus. 

 

If you are here and you have not put your faith in Jesus, put your faith in Him today.  Believe in 

Him!  If you do, write that on a registration card because I want to talk to you about baptism, by 

which you let others know that you are a believer. 

 

If you are here this morning and you are a Christian, worship Him.  Be attune with His Word.  

Be activated by His Word.  Walk in Jesus because we are not living in a playground, we are 

living on a battleground.  The Gospel has revealed this to us. 

 

Let’s pray and then we will have the Lord’s Supper. 

 

 


